
William Ellis School News Update 

Summer Term - 14th June 2024

Welcome to this week's newsletter with highlights of all kinds of extracurricular activities past and present -
and a powerful reminder of how well established success is in our Music department!

We look forward to seeing you on Thursday at the WESPA International Evening, a brilliant celebration that brings
the school community together. See below for more details.
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Attendance Update

Last week three of our Year 9 students joined Fitzrovia Youth In Action and Camden Learning to take part in a
project to support young people’s attendance in schools across Camden.
Students will co-produce the campaign through script writing, filming, camera work and directing. They will also be
trained as attendance mentors to co-facilitate PSHE lessons on school attendance and take part in peer mentoring at
WES from September 2024. The sessions began last Thursday and will continue to the end of this academic year. A
huge thank you to Jack, Taylor and Jayden in Year 9 for representing our school and taking such an enthusiastic part
in an important initiative.
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Our Duke of Edinburgh Award Students' Social Value Hours

Our D of E participants contributed 91 social value hours to the local community in the last year via their D of E
volunteering section. This is a huge achievement all of the students involved should be really proud of their hard
work and contributions - as are we. 

WES Alumnus in the local press

The historic strength of extracurricular music at William Ellis featured in the Camden New Journal last week.

Richard Thompson, a former William Ellis School pupil, is celebrating his 75th birthday with a performance at the
Royal Albert Hall. Thompson, a key figure in the folk-rock band Fairport Convention, has been instrumental in
shaping the genre. Despite the school's traditional academic approach, Thompson honed his musical skills at Ellis,
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jokingly claiming he was the "third best guitarist" there".
 

Thompson's time at Ellis, from 1960 to 1967, was marked by a clash between the world of pop music and the
grammar school environment. This bred a few rebels, including Hugh Cornwell from The Stranglers, who was in a
band with Thompson. Thompson's influences ranged from rock and roll to traditional jazz, leading him to the
forefront of British folk-rock¹.

Thompson's story is a testament to the power of passion and creativity, demonstrating that the path less travelled can
lead to extraordinary places. His achievements serve as an inspiration for our students at William Ellis School,
encouraging them to pursue their passions and carve their own paths in life.

Article link: https://www.camdennewjournal.co.uk/article/i-was-the-third-best-guitarist-at-ellis

Library Book Returns
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Ms King, Librarian, writes:

William Ellis School Library wants its books back! As we approach the end of the school year it is very important
that books are returned to the library. Please check classrooms, lockers and at home for any stray library books and
return them to the blue returns box next to the librarian desk. If you borrowed a book that has become lost please be
responsible and let Miss King know so she can arrange for new books to be purchased.

 

Year 10 Market Garden

Ms Sinnott, Food Technology Teacher, writes:

Year 10's have been getting the weeding done to encourage the growth of crops so that they will be ready in time to
take to market.
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'Cabinet of Curiosities' Project Launch

Ms Kendall, Art Teacher, writes:

Year 10 Art & Graphics students spent 6 weeks during the Spring Term working with artist Alison Lam to create
ceramic, bronze and Gelli print pieces. These were inspired by the collections of plants and artefacts of James Yates,
a Victorian resident of Lauderdale House, as well as the natural environment of Waterlow Park. Their work is now on
display in the Entrance Hall, the Courtyard, Sundial (Tea Lawn), and in the Tudor Knot Garden at Lauderdale House.

Miss Madsen & I attended the Private View earlier this week, where the Mayor of Camden, Councillor Samata
Khatoon, opened the exhibition & praised the students involved.
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Summer Activities for Camden Residents

The Camden Summer University programme runs from 25th July – 23rd August and offers free activities to young
people aged 13 to 19 who are living or studying in Camden.

CSU are running their usual wide range of activities during all five weeks of the summer break, including courses
ranging from Documentary Film to Vegan Cooking, Bubble Tea Making, Spoken Word and Journalism. There are
also some new courses like Vocal Performance and Manga Self Portrait. 

Enrolment opens on Wednesday, 17th June.

To find out more and sign up, please click here.

The Young Camden Foundation's Holiday Activities and Food programme also have a schedule of events which are
already available to book. These include craft activities, sports, music, coding, photography and courses hosted
byKentish Town City Farm and London Zoo.

Scan the QR code below or visit Young Camden Foundation to find out more adn register.
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This weeks' WESPA Round-Up

WESPA Round Up | International Eve next week, Black Blazer Amnesty and a bit of Lycra
 

Dear families,

There is much to celebrate and join in with at this time of year. Here are the headlines for the next week.
 

International Evening 2024 - next Thursday

There is only one place to be at 5pm next Thursday and that is the WES Sports Hall for the highlight of the WES
social calendar - International Evening. All families and friends are very welcome. The event is free but to be entered
into the prize draw (including prizes like a £100 hamper from Rosella), you will need a ticket. 
 

https://www.ticketebo.co.uk/wespa/international-24

Share food, be entertained and make some friends. See you there!

 

WESPA 5 and 10k Run

On Sunday 23rd June we’ll be running to raise money for the WESPA Awards 2024 and Staff Room Fund. So
whether you fancy pacing it like Mo Farah, a more leisurely run and a chat or just hanging out in Lycra, please come
and join us. Here are the details:

10am start on Sunday 23rd June
Meet by the Lido at the bottom of Hampstead Heath (Heath side)
Adult runners only (boys will get their chance in the autumn term)
5k and 10k runs depending on what runners would like
Minimum suggested donation £10

Whether it’s a friend or family member sponsoring you or you are entering yourself, donations can be made here:
https://www.givey.com/wespa510krun2024

We’ll need to know numbers so please join the WhatsApp group or email williamellispa@gmail.com to let us know
you’ll be coming. Route details to follow.

 

Calling all Year 11 families - Black Blazer Amnesty

We are very keen to encourage recycling of all blazers - a win for our environment. Last year we started the Black
Blazer amnesty, an initiative where we collect unwanted school uniform and pass on to younger years. If your son no
longer needs his blazer or any other items of branded WES school uniform, it would be hugely appreciated if you
could donate the items to school.

 

Uniform can be handed in at the school office at any time or at the Leavers’ Celebration on June 27th. A spin through
the washing machine beforehand would be much appreciated!
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Have a great weekend and to all our dads and grandfathers, happy father’s day.
 

Best wishes,

Al
 

Chair WESPA

Coming Up...
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Year 11 GCSE Exams
ALL DAY
From 07 May until 21 Jun

Year 13 Exams
ALL DAY
From 13 May until 21 Jun

Year 10 DofE Qualifying Expedition
ALL DAY
From 15 Jun until 16 Jun

Year 10 Food Technology Trip
ALL DAY

Year 8 Donmar Warehouse 'Macbeth' performance event
2:00PM – 3:15PM

Year 10 Examinations
ALL DAY
From 19 Jun until 28 Jun

International Evening
5:00PM – 7:00PM

Year 10 DofE Bronze Expedition
ALL DAY
From 22 Jun until 23 Jun

Year 12 Physics 'Space to Learn' Day
ALL DAY

Year 13 Prom
6:00PM – 9:00PM

Year 11 Presentation Evening
5:00PM – 8:00PM

LaSWAP Taster Day
ALL DAY

07
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13
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15
June

18
June

18
June

19
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20
June
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25
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26
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27
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28
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