


Welcome to 

your Summer 

Book Club 

Secrets of the 

Snakestone

By Piu DasGupta



What is Summer Book Club? 

• It is where you all read the same book over the summer 

as part of a Summer Book Club

• Lots of schools around the country are doing this at the 

same time

• Everyone will be reading Secrets of the Snakestone by 

Piu DasGupta

• You have all summer to read the book

• You will receive an activities pack with questions      

and activities to complete



What happens in September?

• We will all discuss the book in the first weeks of school

• You can share which activities you have done over the 

summer

• We will take part in an online author question and 

answer session with Piu DasGupta

• There will be an opportunity to ask the author questions 

and hear more about the book



Why read?

• It can be fun and relaxing

• Young people who read for pleasure report better   

well-being and mental health

• You learn about lots of things while you read – places, 

ideas, feelings, problem solving, friendships

• The more you read, the better you get at it and the 

easier it becomes

• Pupils who read a lot, not only find English easier but 

do better in all their other subjects too



Prepare for secondary school – read!

• Try to read every day

• Read whatever you enjoy - magazines, comics, fiction, 

non-fiction, poetry, song lyrics

• If you have a younger brother, sister or a pet read to 

them

• Visit your local library – with a library card you can 

borrow e-books and audio books too

• Read the book for Summer Book Club!



Do you recognize any of these books

Have you read any of them?



What type books do you like?

• Best book you read in primary school?

• A genre (type of book) that you particularly enjoy (e.g. 

adventure, mystery, sport, romance)?

• Which book would you recommend to a friend?

• A favourite book which you re-read?

• A book you think would make a great film or TV 

programme?

• What would you most like to write a book  about?



Secrets of the Snakestone – front cover

What does the cover tell 

you about the book?

What can you see?

Have a look inside at the 

map – what does it tell 

you?

What type of story do 

you think it is?



Secrets of the Snakestone - the blurb

Read the blurb 

on the back of 

the book.

What extra 

information does 

it give about what 

the book is 

about?



Welcome from Piu DasGupta

https://youtu.be/GvTLKAG_pKs


Meet the main characters

Full Name: 

Zélie Dutta

Appearance: 

Brown skin 

Freckles, 

Curly black hair 

Different colour eyes

Special Skill:

Kickboxing

Surprising Skill: 

Can lick her elbow

Full Name: 

Jules Dubois

Appearance:

Pale skin

Freckles

Ginger hair

Covered in dirt

Special Skill:

Underground navigation

Surprising Skill:

Reads classic books



Meet the main characters

Full Name:

Brother Ombre

Appearance:

Thin foxy face

Sunken eyes

Thin lips

Special Skill:

Being evil

Surprising Skill:

Taxidermy

Full Name:

Madame Malaise

Appearance:

Tall

Skinny

Bony fingers

Special Skill:

Punishing her maids

Surprising Skill:

Wearing very large 

hats 



What would your description be?

Using the same 

headings, what would 

your description be?

Full Name:

Appearance:

Special Skill:

Surprising Skill:



Read the prologue

• What is a prologue?

• Which character is it about?

• What does it tell you about what might happen?

• Why does the author start with this perspective?





How will Summer Book Club work?

• You will now find out about getting your copy of the 

book and the activity pack

• You have 6 weeks to read the book, so you should get 

through it

• Try and do at least one activity from each week –

ideally more!

• Come back in September ready to share what you have 

done

• Think up some questions for the author



How to purchase the book

• A paper copy of book can be bought in a bookshop or 

ordered online.

• A less expensive option is to buy the e-book for 99p -

available on Amazon, Apple Books and Kobo

• Need to download the right app (depending on where 

you buy it) to the device you are going to read it on 

• Don't forget you need to be signed into the app with the 

same account as the one used to buy the e-book

[To use if your school is asking children to buy their own book]
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